
Dear Parents and Caregivers: 
Our Toddler and Preschool storytimes celebrate the diversity of people, 
places, and more through books, fingerplays, and other materials.  Please 
continue helping your child develop a love for the world around them and a 
love for books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and other  
activities with your child. To learn more about our Storytime Values, please 
see https://read.poudrelibraries.org/kids/storytime.cfm. 

Books to Share 
 

 

Say Hello 
by Linda Davick 

 

Goodbye Brings Hello 
by Dianne White 

 

Goodbye, Friend! Hello, Friend! 
by Cori Doerrfeld 

 

Goodbye Summer, Hello Au-
tumn 
by Kenard Pak 

 

Hello, Hippo! Goodbye, Bird! 
by Krystyn Crow 

 

Hello Goodbye Dog 
by Maria Gianferrari 

 

The Hello, Goodbye Window 
by Norton Juster 

 

Hello, My Name Is Ruby 
by Philip Stead 

 

Say Hello! 
by Rachel Isadora 

 

Say Hello, Sophie! 
by Rosemary Wells 

 

Wave Hello, Wave Bye-Bye 
by Children’s Press, Scholastic 

 

Fun with Fingerplays and Songs 
 

 
One from the Left by Jim Gill 
Visit jimgill.com for video recording of this fingerplay. 

 
One from the left and one from the right 
Met in the middle and danced all night. 
They made up a dance called The Whoop-Di-Do 
Then they waved good-bye… and walked away, those two. 
 
Two from the left and two from the right 
Met in the middle and danced all night. 
They made up a dance called Snips Galore 
Then they waved good-bye… and walked away, those four. 
 
Three from the left and three from the right 
Met in the middle and danced all night. 
They made up a dance called The Finger Mix 
Then they waved good-bye… and walked away, those six. 
 
Four from the left and four from the right 
Met in the middle and danced all night. 
They made up a dance called Bend & Straight 
Then they waved good-bye… and walked away, those eight. 
 
Five from the left and five from the right 
Met in the middle and danced all night. 
They made up a dance called Clap & Clap & Clap Again 
Then they waved good-bye… and walked away, all ten. 

 
Hello Little Birds 

Based on traditional “Two little black birds” rhyme. Play around 
with the rhyme. I.e. One named Soft, one named Loud; One named 
High, one named Low, etc. 
 

Hello little blue birds (or any color!) 
Sitting on a hill. 
One named, Jack 
One named, Jill. 
Goodbye, Jack. 
Goodbye, Jill. 
Hello, Jack. 
Hello, Jill. 
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Other Fun Things 
 

The Blanket Hello Game 
Play this game with a few kids or with the whole     
family!  
 
Supplies: 
Blanket (or sheet, beach towel, or other large fabric) 
 
To play spread out the blanket and have everyone gath-
er around. Everyone holds onto the blanket and start 
with your hands and arms down low. The everyone 
lifts the blanket together and shouts “Hello” to each 
other under the blanket. Make up your own variations 
like “1, 2, Hello!” (Lift on Hello.) 
 

Hello and Goodbye Game 
Play a variation of Marco Polo using Hello and Good-
bye. The Seeker covers the eyes and starts looking for 
the hider by calling out “Hello.” From the hiding spot, 
instruct your child to respond with “Goodbye” every 
time you call out “Hello.” The silly part of this varia-
tion is that you actually get close to the hider the more 
the hider hollers Goodbye! 
 

5 Greetings Today 
Challenge your child to say “Hello” and/or “Goodbye” 
five times today to people they encounter. Perhaps you 
keep track of the greetings by writing down the people 
your child greeted, or for extra fun, drop a pom-pom, 
penny, or another object into a jar for every greeting 
your child speaks. 
 

5 Little Ducks 
 
Introduce the song by talking about the little ducks leaving to go 
play for the afternoon and they wave and say goodbye to Mother 
Duck; she does the same. At the end of song, ducks come back all 
together and greet Mother Duck with a chorus of Hellos! 

 
Five little ducks went out one day 
Over the hill and far away 
Mother duck said, “Quack, quack, quack, quack” 
But only four little ducks came back. 
 
Repeat with four, three, two, one. 
 
One little duck went out one day 
Over the hill and far away. 
Mother duck said, “Quack, quack, quack, quack” 
And all of the five little ducks came back… Hello, Hello, 
Hello! 
 

 

Bye-Bye Rhyme 

Bye, bye, Butterfly. 
See you later, Alligator. 
Give a hug, Ladybug. 
Blow a kiss, Jellyfish. 
Be sweet, Parakeet. 
 

 

My Friends and I Like to Say Hello 
My friends and I like to say Hello, 
It’s what we like to do. 
My friends and I like to say Goodbye, 
We hope that you do too! 
 
 

If You Want to Be a Friend 
(Tune: If You’re Happy and You Know It) 
 

If you want to be a friend, say “Hello.” (wave) 
If you want to be a friend, say “Hello/” (wave) 
A friend is someone who 
Is always kind to you. 
If you want to be a friend, say “Hello.” (wave) 
 
Repeat with “Goodbye.” 
 
 
  

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   
Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 
easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  
Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 
children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 
 Singing 
 Reading 
 Writing 

 Playing 
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