
Dear Parents: 
Today we used some of these books, fingerplays, and 
other materials in our toddler and preschool storytimes.   
Please continue helping your child develop a love for 
books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and 
other activities with your child. 

 

Books To Share 
 
 

 

Bigger Than Daddy  
by Harriet Ziefert 

 

Brontorina 
by James Howe 

 

Bumble Bugs and Elephants 
by Margaret Wise Brown 

 

Do You Know Which Ones 
Will Grow? 
by Susan Shea 

 

Gargantua Jr. Defender of Earth 
by Kevin Sylvester 

 

Grow Up, Ant-Man! 
by Brandon Snider 

 

It’s a Girl Thing: Smart, Fierce, and Leading 
the Way 
by Pri Ferrari 

 

My Humongous Hamster  
by Lorna Treytag 

 

Nanette’s Baguette 
by Mo Willems 

 

Now I’m Big 
By Karen Katz 

 

Ruby in Her Own Time 
by Jonathan Emmett 

 

Tell Me What It’s Like to Be Big  
by Joyce Dunbar 

 

 

Fun With Fingerplays and Songs 
 
 

Big and Little 
Standing near an insect, 
I look very big and tall.  
(Use hands to measure.) 
But put me near an elephant, 
And suddenly I’m small. 
 

A mouse is really tiny, 
That’s very plain to see. 
But that mouse looks just enormous, 
When you put it near a flea. 
 

There are many different sizes. 
You may think you know them all. 
But then look at who you’re next to— 
You might be both big and small! 
 
Growing Every Day 
When I was very, very small, 
I could only crawl and crawl. (crawl) 
Now I’m growing up so tall, 
I can run and catch a ball. (pretend to catch ball) 
I am growing every day, 
Getting bigger—every way. (stand tall) 
 
I Measure Myself 
(Do actions as indicated.) 
I measure myself from my head to my toes,  
I measure my arms, starting here by my nose, 
I measure my legs and I measure me all, 
I measure myself to see if I’m growing tall. 

I Want to Be 

Dear Parents and Caregivers: 
Our Toddler and Preschool storytimes celebrate the diversity of people, 
places, and more through books, fingerplays, and other materials.  Please 
continue helping your child develop a love for the world around them and 
a love for books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, and other 
activities with your child. To learn more about our Storytime Values, 
please see https://read.poudrelibraries.org/kids/storytime.cfm. 

https://read.poudrelibraries.org/kids/storytime.cfm
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Other Fun Things 
 

Everybody Grows 
Find stuffed animals or pictures that show animals or 
people as they grow.  For example, find a baby chick 
and a hen or rooster, baby bunny and mama or daddy 
bunny, babies, children and adults.  Talk about how we 
grow from little babies to adults. 
 

When I Grow Up 
Talk about ideas for an occupation when they grow up.  
What does your child want to be when she/he gets  
bigger?  Find books at the library that show those  
occupations. 
 

Hand Prints 
Set out pans or plates of paint and some paper.  Have 
your child press his hand into the paint and then onto 
the paper.  When dry, attach this poem.. 
               Here are my hands, so tiny and small,  
               For you to hang upon the wall. 
               For you to watch, as the years go by,  
               How fast they grow, my hands and I.  
                                             Author Unknown  

 
Big and Small 
I can make myself real big,   
(Stand up on toes.) 
By standing straight and tall. 
But when I’m tired of being big, 
I can make myself get small.   
(Stoop down.) 
 

I Am Big 
I am big, 
My brother is bigger, 
My daddy is biggest. 
I am little, 
My sister is littler, 
My baby brother is littlest. 
Sometimes I am big, 
Sometimes I am little, 
And sometimes I am in between. 
 

When I Was One 
When I was one I was so small,  
(Hold up one finger.) 
I could not speak a word at all.  
(Shake head.) 
When I was two, I learned to talk.  
(Hold up two fingers.) 
I learned to sing, I learned to walk.  
(Point to mouth and  then to feet.) 
When I was three, I grew and grew.  
(Hold up three fingers.) 
Now I’m older and so are you! 
(Point to self and then to others.)  
 

I Can 
I can swim in the water,  
(Pretend to swim.) 
I can climb a tree,  
(Pretend to climb.) 
I can jump up high,  
(Jump once.) 
I’m glad I’m me!  
(Nod head and smile.) 

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   
Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 
easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  
Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 
If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 
children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 
 Singing 
 Reading 
 

 Writing 
 Playing 


