
Dear Parents and Caregivers: 
  
Our Toddler and Preschool storytimes celebrate the diversity of people, 
places, and more through books, fingerplays, and other materials. 
Please continue helping your child develop a love for the world around 
them and a love for books and reading by sharing these rhymes, books, 
and other activities with your child. To learn more about our Storytime 
Values, please see https://read.poudrelibraries.org/kids/storytime.cfm. 

Fun with Fingerplays and Songs 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Books to Share 
 

Rex Wrecks It by Ben Clanton 

 

Llama, Llama Time to Share 
 by Anna Dewdney 

 

Blocks by Irene Dickson 
 

Box by Min Flyte 

 

Crash! Boom! A Math Tale and 

Now What? A Math Tale by Robie H. Harris 
 

Dreaming Up by Christy Hale 
 

My Book Box by Will Hillenbrand 
 

Grace and Box by Kim Howard 
 

Peteriffic by Victoria Kann 
 

The Big Sibling Getaway by Korrie Leer 

 

Jack the Builder by Stuart Murphy 
 

Bigger! Bigger! by Leslie Patricelli 
 

Not a Box by Antoinette Portis 
 

Brick Building Basics and Brick Building 
101 by Courtney Sanchez 

 

Shorty & Clem by Michael Slack 
 

Boxitects by Kim Smith 
 

What to Do with a Box by Jane Yolen 
 

Moving Blocks by Yusuke   
Yonezu 
 

 
A Little Box 
A little box (hold hands slightly 
apart) 
A bigger box (hold hands farther 
apart) 
A bigger box I see (arms wide 
apart) 
Now let’s count them. 
Are you ready? 
One, (arms wide) 
Two, (hands close together) 
Three. (hold hands slightly apart) 
 

Jack, Jack 
Jack, Jack, down you go, 
Down in your box, down so low. 
Jack, Jack, there goes the top, 
Quickly now, up you pop! 
 

Pick a Block 
Adapted from a poem by Peggy 
Sloan 
 
Pick a block to put on top. 
Careful now—don’t let it drop! 
Higher-higher—up you go! 
Take your time—do it slow. 
Balance one, two, and three, 
See how high it can be. 
 

Block Tower 
By Bev Qualheim 
 
I’m building a block tower up to the sky. (point upward) 
Did you ever see a tower climb so high? (raise arms overhead) 
Block upon block (fist over fist) 
It’s starting to lean. (lean body to side) 
Just one more block (hold up one finger) 
Now what will that mean? (shrug shoulders) 
CRASH! (fall to the ground) 
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Reasonable accommodations will be made for access to programs for  
people with disabilities. Please call 221.6740 for assistance. 

Other Fun Things 
 
 
 
 

 

Every Child Ready to Read @ Your Library® 
Learning to read begins before your child starts school.   
Help your children develop early literacy skills now; this makes it 
easier for children to learn to read once they begin school.  
Five of the best ways to help your child get ready to read are:  

  
 
 
 

If you would like more information, please ask the staff in the 
children’s area. 

Every Child Ready to Read® is a project of the Association for Library Service to 
Children and the Public Library Association, divisions of the American Library 
Association. 

 Talking 
 Singing 
 Reading 

 Writing 
 Playing 

 

Box Building Fun 
Repurpose cardboard boxes as 
building blocks for an entirely 
different take on building play. 
Use smaller boxes like cereal 
boxes or use large moving 
boxes for supersize building 
fun.  
 

Construction Paper 
Collage 
Cut a variety of simple shapes 
(circle, rectangle, square, trian-
gle, etc.) out of colorful construc-
tion paper. Using a glue stick and a 
blank piece of paper, prompt your 
child to build a shape collage of the 

colorful, cut-out pieces. “What are you building? What can it 
be?” The collage doesn’t have to be anything in the end. The 
construction of gluing pieces together and exploring shapes is 
the fun part! 
 

Guess the Animals in the Box 
Fill a cardboard box with a vari-
ety of stuffed animals. Give 
children clues and let them 
guess what animal you are go-
ing to pull out of the box. You 
can describe the animal (“He 
has long ears and hops.”) or 
make the sound the animal 
makes (“Oink oink.”). Pull the 
animal from the box when it is 
guessed correctly. 

 

Here Is a Box 
Here is a box, rough and brown 
Let’s set it down, on the ground 
Look inside and what do I see? 
I see a (insert object/animal here) looking at me! 
 

There Was a Little Box Turtle 
There was a little turtle 
whose name was Box, 
He swam in a piddle, 
he climbed on the rocks. 
He snapped at a mosquito, 
he snapped at a flea, 

He snapped at a minnow, and he snapped at me! 
He caught the mosquito, he caught the flea, 
He caught the minnow, but he didn’t catch me! 
 

My Box 
By Debra Ghigna 

Each day we like to climb inside 
My box where we can play and hide, 
A cardboard house of make-believe 
For teddy bear and me. 

We sail my box just like a ship, 
An ocean liner on a trip, 
Around the world from sea to sea, 
My teddy bear and me. 

Sometimes my box becomes a train, 
A boxcar roaring through the rain. 
I shine my flashlight bright to see 
For teddy bear and me. 

But when my nap time comes again 
My box becomes a bear cub den, 
A quiet place where we can be 
Just teddy bear and me. 

from “Christmas Is Coming” by Charles and Debra Ghigna, 
Charlesbridge Publishing, 2000. 
 

 
Music for Blocks & Boxes Playtime 
 
Available on Hoopla: 
 
The Ultimate Laurie Berkner Band Collection by the Laurie 
Berkner Band 
 
Little Box of Happy by Bari Koral 
 
The Best of Raffi by Raffi 
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